Is There Anything Good About Men?
Roy Baumeister

1. What is the WAW effect? Why does Baumeister refer to it in his speech?

2. What evidence does he use to support the notion that “men are in charge of everything”?

3. What evidence does he use to support the notion that “men are at the bottom”?

4. How does culture “use men for high-risk, high-payoff slots” according to the author?

5. What did Larry Summers (Harvard president) say regarding women and science and why does Baumeister refer to him?

6. What evidence does Baumeister give that “nature rolls the dice with men more than women”?

7. How does Baumeister use “motivation” to explain the gender differences? (think sex drive, work, and creativity)

8. What percent of our ancestors were women? Explain.

9. How has culture used men and women’s strengths as a “biological strategy” according to Baumeister ?

10. Which social relationship (one favored by men or one favored by women) is most responsible for expanding culture according to the author?  Explain.

11. List at least two answers (that Baumeister gives at the end of his speech) for his title question: What are men good for?

12. Baumeister asserts that to “be a man” in society, one must “produce more than he consumes.” Do you agree that it is still more important for a male to provide than for a female? Explain, using your own evidence as proof.

13. Baumeister says that one of the most widely accepted gender differences is agency vs. communion. Explain.

