SAMPLE FORMAT: Podcast Assignment

Economic Stimulus Package 

Washington Diary: Doing too Much? 

(Matt Frei/ BBC News- Washington/ 13:46 GMT, Wednesday, 11 March 2009)

1. Summary: BBC’s article titled “Washington Diary: Doing too Much?” illustrates what Obama has accomplished. The article states that he has “done more than most presidents cram into one term.” The article dabbles into the widely talked about issue of the US economy, stating that the “administration is hurling around figures of cash that look like bogus telephone numbers, while the American public is counties the pennies.” The article states that Obama’s motto for solving such issues is summarized into two words; carpe diem. The author questions how long all of the spending put forth by the administration will take effect and start making a difference in the US economy, while also stating that the white house has not spent enough time dealing with the most pressing issue; stimulating the monetary system. The white house has spent countless hours reforming healthcare, education, and the ban on stem cell research, while neglecting to address the heart of the issue; the banking system. 

a. Ethos: Matt Frei begins his article with a descriptors that seem to be referring to the bail out, or economic stimulus package, but rather Michele Obama’s toned arms. This reference in the opening of the article allows the reader to associate with the author as this controversial topic (of her toned arms) has taken the media by storm. Thus, the reader is able to associate with the author on the simple basis of the controversy over the first lady’s publicized arms; building a bond that will strengthen as the author moves from talking about toned arms to the issues facing the heart of America. 

b. Pathos: Frei utilizes pathos in his article when he compares the white house to a doctor and the problems facing the US as the medical issues; for example, Frei says that the white house is mending the broken limb (healthcare), while leaving the heart (banking system) to fend for itself without medical attention. Thus, the reader is able to associate their own possible issues (medically) with the problems facing the nation, allowing them to see the urgency of the issues. 

c. Logos: The author does not utilize logos as much as the other two devices in his article. He seems to prefer taking references to things that Americans can relate to (ex. reference to Slumdog Millionare, the “first puppy”, etc) in order to compare the problems and potential solutions facing the country with references to items that everyday Americans can compare to. He does not utilize logos because he does not state the solutions but merely the problems; and it is not possible for Frei to state both sides of an argument when merely stating the problem. 

d. Types of Media Bias
i. Class: The author neglects to mention the different ways the current US economy affects the different classes. 

ii. Sensationalism: The author compares current issues to current pop culture, thus, allowing the audience to relate to problems facing the US with everyday occurrences and examples. 

e. Rhetorical Fallacies
i. Overgeneralization: The author neglects to separate the current issues facing America into different class sectors or even different subsets within the issue (i.e, he refers to the problem as “economic” and does not divulge into the different issues that make up the “economic” problem.) 

ii. Red Herring: The author distracts the reader from the main topic of the economic issue facing the country by bringing in extraneous information such as including the short story of one of Obama’s friends, after just having knee surgery, recounting his phone call with Obama when he told him that he was going to run for president.

