Jalil is the main oppressor in A Thousand Splendid Suns, asserting a dominance of gender, class, and even family. He has no respect for the lower class, shown through his treatment of his poor maid/mistress Nana, sequestering her from society to keep his good name. He oppresses Mariam as she is the bastard child to a poor mistress of his, whom he sweeps under the rug through an exile to the outskirts of the city. Marian grows up in a cheap mud hut with Nana, showing an oppression of distance and isolation from “true” society and, more importantly, her siblings. Jalil is a dominant force in terms of wealth and power. The best example of his treatment of Mariam in terms of physical and emotional alienation occurs in Herat, when she comes looking for Jalil: “No one pointed. No one laughed… No one called her a harami. Hardly anyone even looked at her. She was, unexpectedly, marvelously, an ordinary person here” (30).  Mariam’s alienation is obvious; she has no real idea of what the city is like. Her worldview is restricted to the zone in which she was outcast. One unique effect of her alienation from Jalil and society is hope. Having been classified as different for so long, Mariam is confused by the “ordinary” nature she takes on inside the city. In this way, the alienation kind of creates a future for Mariam- to rejoin society and to be normal. That “future” takes the shape of a desire- specifically a reciprocated love from Jalil. The author’s point in providing this perspective is to give an even more grim descriptor of alienation: that hope can be crushed by the alienator not once but over and over again. Jalil never reciprocates, abandoning Mariam on her birthday. Mariam’s alienation shows not only her crushed hope but also Jalil’s values: an assumption that a person like Mariam should have no future or dreams. He does not think she should really achieve; instead, she should stay in her place, comfortably far from himself.
