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               West Wing Stackhouse Makeup Assessment
Democracy in American #6: The Legislature 
Use http://www.learner.org/courses/democracyinamerica/dia_6/index.html
ALL QUESTIONS MUST BE HANDWRITTEN IN COMPLETE SENTENCES AND IN YOUR OWN WORDS.
1. How does Congress represent the founders' intent to provide checks and balances in the government?
[bookmark: _GoBack]__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Why are Legislatures chaotic places? How does this affect the ability of congressmen to do their jobs?
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
3. What does the ability to negotiate and compromise tell us about legislators and the legislative process?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. How did the collapse of Enron result in an opportunity for major legislative action? What was the bill that resulted?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. Is bipartisan support for legislative bills unusual? Why or why not?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6. How did Oregon’s ‘Death with Dignity’ reveal the problems of federalism? How did the two senators from Oregon react?
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
7. Should legislators do what is best for their constituents or what they think is best for the nation? Why?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
8. What kinds of services should legislators perform for their constituents? What services should legislators not provide? Give a specific example of each from Representative Wayne Gilchrist’s day.
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
9.  Should legislators amend legislation with special projects or lucrative grants earmarked for their particular district? 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
10. Are earmarks and pork good public policy? Why?  If this isn't good public policy, who is to blame: the legislators or their constituents?
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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