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Unit One
Review

Political Culture, 

Ideology, and 

Socialization

Unit Objectives

Defining Democracy

• 1.1 Differentiate democracy from other forms of 
government.

Defining the American Political Culture

• 1.2 Identify the most important elements of and sources 
for the American political culture.

Political Attitudes and Ideology

• 1.3 Compare and contrast political ideologies and 

evaluate the critiques of each ideology.

Political Ideology and the American People

• 1.4 Assess the importance of political ideology and 

contemporary American politics.
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ARISTOTLE

NATION

POLITICS

POWER

LEGITIMACY

AUTHORITY

GOVERNMENT

A self-identifying group of people who share something 

in common (history, language, culture, religion)

The process by which groups make decisions. Although 

generally applied governments, politics concerns all 

human group interactions.

The ability of one person to get another person to do act 

in accordance with the first person’s wishes and 

intentions.

Acceptance by the citizens that their state has the right 

to pass and enforce rules.

Legitimate right to exercise political power over a group 

of people or geographic region.

The organization with the authority to make laws, 

adjudicate disputes, and has a monopoly of authorized 

force to enforce its decisions.
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TASKS OF GOVERNMENT

Maintain order

Protect Society

Provide public services

Regulate the economy
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The Preamble to the US Constitution 1789

We the people of the United States, in 

order to form a more perfect union, 

establish justice, ensure domestic 

tranquility, provide for the common 

defense, promote the general welfare, 

and secure the blessings of liberty to 

ourselves and our posterity, do ordain 

and establish this Constitution for the 

United States of America.

What are the tasks Americans have 

set for their government?
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TYPES OF GOVERNMENT
Autocracy

Dictatorship

Monarchy

Oligarchy

Aristocracy

Republic

Indirect or 
Representative

Democracy

Direct 
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Thomas Hobbes
Leviathan 1651

“Life is nasty, brutish, and short. Contracts 
without the threat of the sword are only words; 
the will of the sovereign must be absolute law.”
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Political Culture

Political CulturePolitical CulturePolitical CulturePolitical Culture: A distinctive and 
patterned way of thinking about how 
political and economic life ought to be 
carried out
For example, Americans generally 
believe more strongly in political than in 
economic equality

The Declaration of Independence
1776

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men 
are created equal, that they are endowed by 
their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, 
that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit 
of Happiness.--That to secure these rights, 
Governments are instituted among Men, 
deriving their just powers from the consent of 
the governed, --That whenever any Form of 
Government becomes destructive of these ends, 
it is the Right of the People to alter or to 
abolish it, and to institute new Government, 
laying its foundation on such principles and 
organizing its powers in such form, as to them 
shall seem most likely to effect their Safety and 
Happiness. 
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American Political Values

Natural Rights Natural Rights Natural Rights Natural Rights – inherent rights which cannot 
be taken away or restricted by the government
LibertyLibertyLibertyLiberty – Freedom of Choice, Speech, Religion
EqualityEqualityEqualityEquality – equal vote; equal opportunity
Individualism Individualism Individualism Individualism – individuals are responsible for 
their own actions and well-being
OpportunityOpportunityOpportunityOpportunity – everyone has a chance to pursue 
their own happiness, property
Popular Sovereignty Popular Sovereignty Popular Sovereignty Popular Sovereignty – government accountable 
to the people
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Civic Duty and Competence

Civic duty:Civic duty:Civic duty:Civic duty: a belief that one has an 
obligation to participate in civic and 
political affairs
Civic competence:Civic competence:Civic competence:Civic competence: a belief that one can 
affect government policies
Political efficacy: citizen’s belief in his 

understanding of political issues
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Changes in Political Efficacy, 1960-2008

University of Michigan, The National Election Studies. 

Results of American Political 
Culture:

Low voter turnout
“Blind” or misinformed/uninformed voting
Single-issue voting
Image/personality voting
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Trust in the Federal Government, 1968-2009
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University of Michigan, The National Election Studies. 

Mistrust of Government?

Increased mistrust since the 1960s
Causes: Media?
Confidence in government changes, but 
not confidence in American System
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Political Ideology

Political ideology: a more or less 
consistent set of beliefs about what 
policies government ought to pursue

The great majority of Americans do not 
think ideologically

People may have strong predispositions 
even if they do not satisfy the condition 
of being “ideological”

Political Spectrum*

100%

Personal 

Freedom

100%

Economic

Freedom

100% Freedom

0% Freedom

*rotate the graph to read it more clearly!

• READ THE TITLE!
• READ THE AXES!
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American Political Spectrum

Liberals: economic regulation and 
personal liberty

Conservatives: economic freedom and 
personal regulation

Libertarians: both economic and 
personal freedom

Populists: both economic and personal 
regulation
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• Capitalism: An economic system based 
on private ownership of property and 
limited government interference in the 
market.

• Socialism: An economic system which 
emphasizes collective ownership (public 
property) and extensive government 
regulation of production, distribution, and 
consumption of goods and services. 

Economic Systems:
Capitalism and Socialism 

LO 4.2

Back to learning objectives
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Two Main Political “Camps” 
in America

Two Main “Camps”

Liberal:Liberal:Liberal:Liberal:
• Economic Regulation: a belief that 

government should achieve justice and 

equality of opportunity

• Social Freedom: personal freedom is 
more important than tradition; rules 
change based on circumstances of 
modern life and individual preferences
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Conservative: 

• Economic Freedom: a belief that limited 

government ensures order, competitive 

markets, and personal opportunity

• Social Regulation: morality is more 
important than self-expression; morality 
derives from fixed rules

LO 4.2

Back to learning objectives

Two Main “Camps”

Criticisms of Liberalism
• Too much reliance on government can destroy 

individualism.
• It attempts to deal with social issues through 

bureaucracy rather than democratic freedoms

Political Ideology and Attitudes 
Toward Government

LO 4.2

Back to learning objectives

Criticisms of Conservatism
• Focus on deregulation and economic freedom can 

lead to shortsighted failures.
• Without policies to deal with racism and sexism, there 

is inevitable inequality.
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Table 7.6: How Liberals and Conservatives Differ
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Political Socialization

Political socialization: the process by which 
personal and other background traits 
influence one’s views about politics and 
government
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Political Socialization

Family

Religion

School

Media

Government
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Back to learning objectivesCopyright © 2011 Pearson Education, Inc. Publishing as Longman

Demographics and Ideology
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Education

From 1920s through 1960s, studies 

showed a college education had a 

liberalizing effect, possibly because of 

exposure to liberal elites

Contemporary college students’ 

opinions are more complicated
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Survey by Washington Post/Henry J. Kaiser Foundation/Harvard University, August 2-September 1, 2002, as reported in 

Elizabeth Hamel et al., "Younger Voters," Public Perspective, May/June 2003, p. 11.

Generational

Generational
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Economic Class

Economic Class

Economic class: ill-defined in U.S., 

though recognized in specific cases  

(e.g., truck drivers and investment 

bankers)

Economic class is less important in the 

U.S. than in Europe; the extent of 

cleavage has declined in both places
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Race and Ethnicity

Regional Differences

Southerners are more conservative than 

other regions regarding aid to minorities, 

legalizing marijuana, school busing, and 

rights of the accused

Southerners are now significantly less 

Democratic than they were for most of 

the 20th century
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Gender: Men have become more conservative; Women 

have continued to identify with liberals

Education: college generally has a liberalizing effect

Age: Older citizens tend to be socially conservative but 

economically liberal

Class: less important in the U.S. than in Europe

Ethnicity: Both Latinos and African-Americans tend to 

be social conservatives; but more Blacks favor economic 

regulation and redistribution.

Region: Southerners and Midwesterners are more 
conservative than those in the Northeast and West.

Religion: plays a very important role in American 
politics; both liberals and conservatives use religion to 
promote political change

Political Ideology and Attitudes

What did you 
notice about 

ALL the graphs 
and tables?
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Distribution of Ideology in the US 1972-2008
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Distribution of Ideology in the US 2012

The majority of Americans do not think 
ideologically

Most Americans identify themselves as 
moderates or centrists

Politics in America is characterized by 
shifting coalitions and interests.

Ideas are still important, but most 
Americans vote on single issues or for 
individual personalities.
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Political Ideology and the American 
People


