
NAME:________________________________  PERIOD _______________ 

AP American  Government 

 

The Constitution: Federalism  

Articles I, IV, V, VI and VII 

Guided Reading Questions 
 

Academic Honesty Homework Policy: 

• Do not submit any homework assignment not written wholly and exclusively by you 

• Homework assignments should be written entirely in your own words (IYOW).  It is acceptable to 

ask other students questions about difficult concepts, but copying  assignments is not acceptable.   
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Article I 

Section 8 
1. What are four powers granted to Congress that helped to regulate the nation’s economy? 

1) _________________________________________________________________ 

2) _________________________________________________________________ 

3) _________________________________________________________________  

4) _________________________________________________________________ 

2. What are three powers granted to Congress that provided for the “common defense” of the nation? 

1) _________________________________________________________________ 

2) _________________________________________________________________ 

3) _________________________________________________________________  

3. Congress is given the power to create: 

1) _________________________________________________________________ 

2) _________________________________________________________________ 

3) _________________________________________________________________  

4) _________________________________________________________________ 

4. What clause allows Congress to go beyond its enumerated powers? 

 

 

Section 9 
5. How is Section 9 different from Section 8? 

 

 

6. What are nine powers denied to the Federal Government? 

1) _________________________________________________________________ 

2) _________________________________________________________________ 

3) _________________________________________________________________ 

4) _________________________________________________________________  

5) _________________________________________________________________ 

6) _________________________________________________________________ 

7) _________________________________________________________________ 

8) _________________________________________________________________  

9) _________________________________________________________________ 
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Section 10  
7. What are three powers denied to the state governments? 

1) ________________________________________________________________ 

2) _________________________________________________________________ 

3) _________________________________________________________________ 

 

Article IV 

Section 1 
8. Section 1 is called the Full Faith and Credit clause.  Give three specific examples of issues that would be 

given full faith and credit (these should be from your head, not taken specifically from the Constitution).  

1) _________________________________________________________________ 

2) _________________________________________________________________ 

3) _________________________________________________________________ 

Section 2 
9. The Citizens of each State shall be entitled to all _______________________________ of Citizens in the 

several States.  Name one example this principle. 

 

 

 

10. Geoff commits an armed robbery in the state of Florida. When he is caught for a traffic violation in Texas, 

the police realize Florida has a warrant out for Geoff’s arrest.   What does the Constitution require Texas do 

with Geoff?  Who must initiate this action? 

 

 

 

 

11. What group of people does Section 2 refer to? 

 

 

12. Betty decides that she wants to break free from her state and form her own state consisting of her 100 acre 

ranch.  How could Betty be successful in this? 

 

 

Section 4 
13. A rebel group in Colorado takes over the state government and establishes a monarchy there.  What will be 

the response of the federal government?  Why? 

 

 

 

 

Article V 
14. Describe the two methods for proposing constitutional amendments:  

1) _________________________________________________________________ 

2) _________________________________________________________________ 

15.  Describe the two methods for ratifying constitutional amendments.  

1) _________________________________________________________________ 

2) _________________________________________________________________ 
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Article VI 
16. Why do you think that the new government under the Constitution would assume all of 

the debts and agreements that were incurred under the Articles of Confederation? 

 

 

 

 

 

17. Florida passes a law that outlaws the right of the people to peaceably assemble.  Does the federal 

government have the right to overrule this state law?  Why or why not? 

 

 

 

 

18. Ahmed would like to run for the Senate in Tennessee.  He meets all of the Constitutional requirements to 

be a Senator, but he is kept off of the ballot because he is Muslim.  Does Ahmed have any recourse under 

the constitution?  Explain. 

 

 

 

 

Article VII 

19. What was required to ratify the Constitution?  Be specific. 

 

 

 

 

 
Amendment 10 

20. What is the intent of the 10
th

 Amendment? Why did the Anti-Federalists insist on adding it to the 

Constitution?  Which major Political Party would most strongly support this amendment today? 


