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Brown v. Board of Education

1.    Case Name: Brown v. Board of Education
2.    Date: 1954
3.    Appellant: Brown
4.    Appellee: Board of Education of Topeka 
5.    Facts: Black and white children attended segregated schools under the precedent case Plessy vs. Ferguson.  Although both black and white schools had generally equal facilities, there was inherent inequality of separation, leading to children’s learned belief in black inferiority and white superiority.  
6.    Decision of the Lower Court: The Federal District Court voted in favor of the Board of Education, citing the precedent set in Plessy v Ferguson, which upheld state laws requiring separate but equal facilities.
7.    Legal Aspects of the Case: The Supreme Court heard the case because it was a constitutional case concerning the fourteenth amendment.
8.    Decision: The Supreme Court voted unanimously for Brown (9 votes). The Supreme Court ruled that separate but equal is inherently unequal because it denies the equal protection guaranteed by the 14th amendment.  Although facilities were generally equal, racial segregation had detrimental effects on minority children, causing a sense of inferiority in black children, making separate unequal.
9.    Precedent: The fourteenth amendment right of equality applies to all U.S. citizens.  

