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Cantwell v. State of Connecticut
Name of the Case: Cantwell v. State of Connecticut 
Year of the Case: 1940
Apellant: Cantwell
Appellee: State of Connecticut 
Facts of the Case: Jesse Cantwell and his two sons who were Jehovah Witnesses were walking in a neighborhood soliciting Roman Catholic residents when they got on a phonogram and started preaching, two angry pedestrians had them arrested. They were found guilty of soliciting a religion without a license. 
Decision of the Lower Court: The Connecticut Supreme Court ruled in favor of the state of Connecticut, and then the case was appealed to the Supreme Court who took the case. 
Legal Aspect of the Case: Based on constitutionality and restriction of individual freedoms.
Decision of the Supreme Court: The Supreme Court ruled in favor of Cantwell because they said it is wrong for a state to decide what is and what is not a religion. Because of this, the Supreme Court ruled that a state does not have the right to license a religion and sided with Cantwell. 
Rule of Precedent: Freedom of expression and Establishment Clause. A state cannot decide what is and what is not a religion.
