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PERIOD 4

Cruzan v Missouri Health

1. Case Name: Cruzan v Missouri Health
2. Date: 1989
3. Appellant: Cruzan family
4. Appellee: Missouri Health
5. Facts: Nancy Cruzan was thrown from her car and found with no vital signs.  Paramedics resuscitated her and she was put in a persistent vegetative state.
6. Decision of the Lower Court: Missouri Supreme Court: ruled in favor of Missouri Health
Local court: ruled in favor of Cruzan family to end their child’s life.
7. Legal Aspects of the Case: The Supreme Court decided to hear the case because it affects the constitutional right to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. Specifically, it addressed the implied right to death, in addition to life.
8. Decision: The Supreme Court sided with Missouri Health in the decision that a person should be kept alive unless there is “clear and convincing evidence”.  Furthermore, the court upheld the ruling that competent people can refuse medical treatment under the due process clause and its implied right to privacy.
9. Rule of Precedent: legal standard that competent people can refuse medical treatment due to the Due Process Clause and its implied right to privacy.
