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1. Case Name: Clarence E. Gideon v. Louie L. Wainwright
2. Date: 1963
3. Appellant: Gideon
4. Appellee: Wainwright
5. Facts: Gideon robbed a pool room and was arrested for breaking and entering and larceny. He was too poor to afford counsel, and the State of Florida denied him one because he wasn’t accused of a capital offense—one for which he would receive the death penalty. Gideon said that it was his right to have one and so he appealed the case in jail after he was found guilty.
6. Decision of the Lower Court: The Florida Supreme Court refused to appoint him a counsel.
7. [bookmark: _GoBack]Legal Aspects of the Case: The Supreme Court took the case because a state Supreme Court made a decision about a constitutional issue concerning the Sixth Amendment’s right to counsel in criminal cases.
8. Decision: The court voted unanimously for Gideon. 
9. Precedent: The Supreme Court decided that it was consistent with the constitution to require state courts to appoint attorneys to those who cannot afford counsel on their own. The constitution universally guarantees the right to counsel as part of due process. The Sixth Amendment right to an attorney was thus incorporated into state law. 
