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Gregg vs. Georgia
1. Case Name: Gregg v Georgia
2. Date: 1976
3. Appellant: Troy Leon Gregg
4. Apellee: The Georgia State
5. Facts of the Case:
· Armed robbery with Dennis Weaver
· Killed Fred Simmons and Bob Moore during hitchhike 
· Escaped jail with 3 others
· Weaver gave him up for a deal.
6. Decisions of the Lower Court:
·  State Supreme Court decided to give Greg the death penalty verdict.
7. Legal Aspects of the Case
· What are the reasons why the Supreme Court granted cert?
· Questions about Constitutionality (Amendments 8 and 14) 
· Decided by a state supreme court. (They hate that)
· Which Constitutional rights are in dispute?
· Cruel and unusual punishment
8. Decision of the Supreme Court
· What is the Constitutional basis for the court’s decision?
· As long as they abide by the constitutional right of protection from cruel and unusual punishment the verdict will stand.
· Is this a loose or strict interpretation of the Constitution? 
· Strict interpretation. The court looked back at the original meaning of the 8th and 14th amendment and applied them to present cases. They saw the case the same way the founders saw it. 
9. The Rule of Precedent
· What are the simple legal rules which would be applied to similar cases?
· As long as enough evidence is shown and the penalty is not cruel or unusual, the death penalty is allowed. 
· No mandatory sentencing (even if they decide guilty it doesn’t have to be death)
· Jury must be told by the judge that they have the option to choose the penalty.
· Had to be able to appeal on a death penalty case.

