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Byzantine Empire

CHAPTER 9

SECTION 1
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World History Period 3

Barbarians pounded the Roman empire 
in the West

Pushed Roman Emperors to move the 
capital east
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The origins

292 AD 

Emperor 
Diocletian divides 
the Roman 
empire into two 
parts: East and 
West. 

330 AD Emperor Constantine established a new     
capital it Constantinople

•Greek became the official 
language instead of Latin

•The Eastern Empire held off   
barbarians using 

•Superior military power

•A strategic location

•Diplomacy

•Bribery

•Arranged marriages

•Became the “Second Rome”

The Western 

Roman 

empire 

finally falls

476 A.D.
PP Design of T. Loessin; Akins H.S.
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Constantinople

Capital of the 

Byzantine 
Empire; built 

on an old 

Greek city 
called 

Byzantium

The Age of Justinian

527-565

Restore the Empire

Rebuild Constantinople 

Revise the Laws

Emperor Justinian 
had THREE GOALS:

Emperor Justinian

Justinian

soldiers priests
builders
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General Belisarius
Restore the Empire

Justinian Code

•The Code

•The Digest

•The Institutes

•The New Laws

Revise the Laws

This legal code became the foundation of 

law in most western European countries.

Rebuild the City

The 

Wall
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The Walls of Constantinople

The Hippodrome
Chariot Racing

Gladiator Fights

Rioting

Hippodrome

Rebuild the City

The 

Hippodrome
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Rebuild the City

Churches

Hagia Sophia, Church of the Holy Wisdom

Hagia Sophia, Church of the Holy Wisdom
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Hagia Sophia, Church of the Holy Wisdom

The Christian Church Divides

• Dispute over use of icons (Holy Images)
contributed to split
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The Christian Church Divides
1054 AD Disputes between East and West:

Icons (Holy Images)?

Languages: Latin or Greek?

Leadership: Pope or Patriarch?

Rank: Church or Government?

Holy Day: Christmas or Easter?

Priests: Celibate or Married?

provoked a permanent split between 

Eastern Orthodox and Roman Catholic Church

Excommunication – to “kick out” of the 

Church /  forbid one to receive the 

Church’s sacraments.

“The Christian World Divides”

1054 – Christianity splits into the 
Roman Catholic Church in the West
and the Orthodox Church in the East.

What factors (disagreements) led to the Great Schism in the Church?

* Language – the West spoke Latin; the East spoke Greek.

* Church Authority - East said the Bible was the final Authority on all issues 

West said it was the Pope’s interpretation of the Bible.

* Divorce – Eastern Patriarch began to allow divorces.

Western Pope forbid divorce.

* Priests Right to Marry – Orthodox priests could marry. Catholic priests may not.

* the Icon Controversy 

The leader of the Roman Catholic 

Church in the West is the Pope.

The leader of the Eastern Orthodox 

Church in Constantinople is 

the Patriarch.

Pope Benedict XVI  and Patriarch Bartholomew I
2009
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Compare churches…..

How did Emperor Justinian protect 
Constantinople?

•The Empire held off barbarians using 

•Superior military power

•A strategic location with High Walls

•Diplomacy

•Bribery

•Arranged marriages

BYZANTINE WEALTH

From Trade

What can you infer 

about 

Constantinople’s 

location that made it 

a strategic location 

to benefit from 

Trade?

PP Design of T. Loessin; Akins H.S.
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BYZANTINE WEALTH

From Trade

Very typical
Byzantine Art:

Church 
adornments &
Religious icons

Left:

Icon depicting

“Presentation of 
Christ in the 
Temple,” 

Byzantine wood
painted, with 
gold-leaf 

background.

Reading a Primary Source, Procopius’ Secret History

Recognizing POINT OF VIEW 

in the telling of History……….

Today the world remembers Justinian as a powerful ruler, a great builder, conqueror, 
teacher and lawgiver. But this is only because "history is written by the winners," and 

Justinian was a winner. The most important and respected source historian for this 
period was Procopius of Caesarea. Procopius accompanied Belisarius on some of his 

great conquests, wrote the emperor’s official histories of the wars and of Justinian's 
immense building programs. He ensured that we remember Justinian as a superman.

But that was not the whole truth.

Procopius dared not say what was really going on.  He feared for his life (and the lives 

of his family) if he did.  So he wrote another, secret history, with strict instructions that it 
was not to be published until after his death. This history was so shocking, so 

devastating, that scholars wanted to believe it was a forgery. Yet every test that can be 
made on it, shows it is no forgery.  According to Procopius, the emperor Justinian who 

ruled the eastern Roman empire in the 6th century was demonic in his cruelty –
determined to whatever it took to rebuild the empire –

“yet in rebuilding it, he was destroying it.”

Procopius was not alone in secretly hating Justinian. 
The chronicler Evagrius also agreed that Justinian would go to hell.

I think this is as good a time as any to describe the personal appearance of the 
man. Now in physique he was neither tall nor short, but of average height; not thin, 

but moderately plump; his face was round, and not bad looking, for he had good 
color, even when he fasted for two days..... 

Now such was Justinian in appearance; but his character was something I could not 

fully describe. For he was at once villainous and amenable; as people say 
colloquially, a moron. He was never truthful with anyone, but always guileful in what 

he said and did, yet easily hoodwinked by any who wanted to deceive him. His 
nature was an unnatural mixture of folly and wickedness. What in olden times a 

peripatetic philosopher said was also true of him, that opposite qualities combine in 
a man as in the mixing of colors. I will try to portray him, however, insofar as I can 

fathom his complexity. 

This Emperor, then, was deceitful, devious, false, hypocritical, two-faced, cruel, 
skilled in dissembling his thought, never moved to tears by either joy or pain, though 

he could summon them artfully at will when the occasion demanded, a liar always, 
not only offhand, but in writing, and when he swore sacred oaths to his subjects in 

their very hearing. Then he would immediately break his agreements and pledges, 
like the vilest of slaves, whom indeed only the fear of torture drives to confess their 

perjury. A faithless friend, he was a treacherous enemy, insane for murder and 
plunder, quarrelsome and revolutionary, easily led to anything, but never willing to 

listen to good counsel, quick to plan mischief and carry it out, but finding even the 
hearing of anything good distasteful to his ears.
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“Byzantium becomes the New Rome”

527 – Justinian becomes ruler
of the eastern empire

Justinian I
Ruled 527-565 A.D.

1. What did Justinian accomplish during his reign?

Conquered new lands and retook former Roman lands so that  

his new Byzantine empire almost as big as Rome’s had been.

Established center of trade, this brought economic prosperity.

His legal experts complete large body of civil laws – called

“Justinian’s Code”

Marriage to Theodora

Rebuilt Constantinople and the great church Hagia Sophia

537 – Justinian
completes building 
the Hagia Sophia

Beloved 

Christian 

Emperor?

Or….
Brutal 

Political 

Tyrant?

Is it common 

to hear two 

opposing 

views about 

great men in 

history?

What happened to the Byzantines?

Plague

– The Bubonic Plague killed many thousands of 
people and kept returning to the city.

Crusades

– Byzantine emperor spent a great deal of 

money to fight the Muslims

Trade

– Constantinople became less important with 
discovery of sea route to Asia

The daily death toll may have reached 10,000 or more. Justinian himself, was 
stricken with this disease. The final death count reached into the hundreds of 

thousands.

All victims had similar symptoms: sudden fever would escalate into a type of swelling 
in the abdomen, armpits, thighs, and lymph glands. They were called buboes and for 

this part of the body the illness was named

The people of 
Constantinople began to 

place bodies anywhere 
they could. Bodies were 

placed in towers, on roofs, 
in water, and burned. Some 

were not dealt with at all, 
simply left in houses to rot. 

Famine set in to the city 
too, because mills where 

corn was ground stopped 
operating.

Plague
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Vikings
(Norsemen)

SLAVS

750 – 1000 A.D.  “Western Europe and Eastern Byzantine Empire both face Invaders”

PP Design of T. Loessin; Akins H.S.

THE CRUSADES

A 200 year period of 9 Crusades total in which 

the Western European Christians 

attempted to retake the “Holy Land” (Jerusalem) 

from the Muslim Empire.

…to do so each time

meant passing through Constantinople.

The 

Western 

Christians 

from poor 

Medieval 

Europe… 

…were 

like silly, 

jealous 

babies in 

a Candy 

store. 

1054 – Christianity splits into the 
Roman Catholic Church in the West
and the Orthodox Church in the East.

PP Design of T. Loessin; Akins H.S.

1204 – Crusading Christians from Europe
loot and pillage Constantinople.

Western – Eastern Christians Clash

The richest city of the world – Constantinople-

was at the mercy of the rowdy Europeans. 

The barbarians did horrible things that are 

beyond imagination. They tortured and 

massacred a large part of the population, 

destroyed churches, palaces, monasteries and 

even sculptures made by Phidias, stole 

thousands of priceless icons, relics and other 

holy items, raped young girls and boys. 

Not to mention the countless manuscripts of 

ancient Greek learning which were burnt by the 

ignorant and illiterate Francs.  So much was the 

hatred of the Europeans for the Greek Empire!

What was the effect of the Schism?

Christianity was permanently divided 

between Roman Catholic (in West) and the 

Orthodox Church (in East).



13

The Fall of Constantinople

Constantinople 
fell to the 
Muslims in the 
spring of 1453.

Constantinople 
was renamed 
Istanbul

The Caliph 
converted the 
Hagia Sophia 
into a Mosque

Hagia Sophia, Church of the Holy Wisdom

The Rise of Russia

CHAPTER 9

SECTION 2
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TODAY’S OBJECTIVES:
• Summarize the Slavic, Greek Byzantine, and Viking roots of Russia and Russian culture.

• Describe the rise and fall of the principality of Kiev.

• Explain how the Mongol invasions united Russia and brought power to Moscow. 

AGENDA:
•DISCUSSION 

• DAILY QUIZ

NEXT ASSIGNMENT:

• Read Chapter 10, work in groups to create SPICE chart for 

European Feudalism.

Ch.  9

Section 2

The Russians

Ivan the Great

1440-1505

PP Design of T. Loessin; Akins H.S.

• Rome
• Constantinople

SLAVS

• Kiev

NORSEMEN

The travels of

Ibn Battuta

“Never, if possible, cover any 

road a second time”

-Risala (My Journeys)

29 years, 75,000 miles, 44 
modern countries
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I have seen the Rus as they came on their merchant journeys and encamped by the 
Volga. I have never seen more perfect physical specimens, tall as date palms, blonde 

and ruddy; they wear neither tunics nor caftans, but the men wear a garment which 
covers one side of the body and leaves a hand free. 

Each man has an axe, a sword, and a knife and keeps each by him at all times. The 

swords are broad and grooved, of Frankish sort. Every man is tatooed from finger nails to 
neck with dark green (or green or blue-black) trees, figures, etc. 

… The women wear neck rings of gold and silver, one for each 10,000 dirhams which her 

husband is worth; some women have many. Their most prized ornaments are beads of 
green glass of the same make as ceramic objects one finds on their ships. They trade 
beads among themselves and they pay an exaggerated price for them, for they buy them 

for a dirham apiece. They string them as necklaces for their women. 

They are the filthiest of God's creatures. They have no modesty in defecation and 

urination. . . nor do they wash their hands after eating. Every day they must wash their 
faces and heads and this they do in the dirtiest and filthiest fashion possible: to wit, every 
morning a girl servant brings a great basin of water; she offers this to her master and he 

washes his hands and face and his hair -- he washes it and combs it out with a comb in 
the water; then he blows his nose and spits into the basin. When he has finished, the 
servant carries the basin to the next person, who does likewise. She carries the basin 

thus to all the household in turn, and each blows his nose, spits, and washes his face and 
hair in it. . .

I was told that when their chieftains die, the least they do is to cremate them. I was very 
keen to verify this, when I learned of the death of one of their great men. The dead man 

is separated from the living and placed in a provisional grave for ten days, which is nine 
nights in Rus counting. It is obvious that a number of preparations have been made 
during the ten days. Posts have been raised, the ship has been brought ashore, some 

wooden constructions have been erected, and a bench is placed on the ship. An old 
woman named the 'angel of death' puts a blanket on a bench, then the corpse is brought 
to the ship with a slave girl. 

As she enters the ship, men with shields and staves offer her nabidb, over which she 
sings, and then she drinks it. I quizzed the interpreter about her actions and he said, “The 
first time they lifted her, she said, ‘Behold, I see my father and my mother.’ The second 

time she said, ‘Behold, I see all of my dead kindred, seated.’ The third time she said, 
‘Behold, I see my master, seated in Paradise. Paradise is beautiful and verdant. He is 
accompanied by his men and his male-slaves. He summons me, so bring me to him.’” 

They laid her down beside her master . . . Then the deceased’s next of kin approached 
and took hold of a piece of wood and set fire to it. He walked backwards, completely 
naked, with his back to the ship, his face to the people, with the lighted piece of wood in 

one hand and his other hand on his back. He ignited the wood that had been set up 
under the ship after they had placed the slave-girl whom they had killed beside her 
master. Then the people came forward with sticks and firewood. Each one carried a stick 

the end of which he had set fire to and which he threw on top of the wood. The wood 
caught fire, and then the ship, the pavilion, the man, the slave-girl and all it contained. A 
dreadful wind arose and the flames leapt higher and blazed fiercely.

One of the Rūsiyyah stood beside me and I heard him speaking to my interpreter. I 

quizzed him about what he had said, and he replied, “He said, ‘You Arabs are a foolish 
lot!’” So I said, “Why is that?” and he replied, “Because you purposely take those who are 
dearest to you and whom you hold in highest esteem and throw them under the earth, 

where they are eaten by the earth, by vermin and by worms, whereas we burn them in 
the fire there and then, so that they enter Paradise immediately.”

-Ibn Fadlan, Risala, 921 CE
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The novel is set in the 10th century. The 
Caliph of Baghdad (Arabic: المقتدر با� (

sends his ambassador, Ahmad ibn
Fadlan (Arabic احمد بن فض�ن( , to the king 

of the Volga Bulgars. He never arrives 
but is instead captured by a group of 

Vikings. This group is sent on a hero's 
quest to the north. Ahmad ibn Fadlan is 

taken along, as the thirteenth member 
of their group, to bring good luck. There 

they battle with the 'mist-monsters', or 
'wendol', a relict group of Neanderthals 

who go to battle wearing bear skins like 
the berserkers found in the original 

Beowulf story.

Eaters of the Dead is narrated as a 
scientific commentary on an old 

manuscript. A sense of authenticity is 
supported by occasional explanatory 

footnotes with references to a mixture of 
factual and fictitious sources.

Russia
(Land of 

RedHeads)

Kiev and the Byzantine Empire

Kiev – Commercial city 
in Ukraine established 

by Vikings

Trade with the 

Byzantine Empire and 
the Islamic Caliphate 
helped Kiev grow
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St. Cyril and St. Methodius

Spread Orthodox 
Christianity to 

Russia and 
Slavic tribes

Created the 
Cyrillic 

alphabet to 
translate the 

Bible into 
Russian

Cyrillic Alphabet

Kiev and the Byzantine Empire

989 Prince Vladimir of 
Kiev converted to 

Orthodox Christianity
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The Onion Dome

is a type of 

architecture 
found on 

Russian 

Orthodox 
Churches. 

Symbolism

• Onion domes often appear in groups of three or 
five, representing the Holy Trinity or Jesus and 
the Four Evangelists. 

• Domes standing alone represent Jesus.

• The domes are often brightly painted

• The colors symbolize different aspects of religion

• Green, blue, and gold domes represent the Holy 
Trinity (God, the Holy Spirit , and Jesus)
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The Mongol Invasion, 1200

Mongol (Tatar) Invasion

Nomadic people from Asia 

Led by Genghis Khan

Looted and burned Kiev

Russian Princes such as Alexander 
Nevsky had to pay tribute (money and 
food)

Orthodox Church grew stronger due to 
religious toleration by Mongols
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CH 9, Sec. 2:  “The Russians”

Ivan I, or Ivan the “moneybags”, was the leading prince of Moscow and, after 

crushing a Russian / Slavic revolt against the Mongols, was rewarded as the Mongol's 
leading tax collector and made himself and Moscow very wealthy by maintaining his 

loyalty to the Mongol Khanate of the Golden Horde. 

He used this wealth to give loans to neighboring Russian principalities. These cities 
gradually fell deeper and deeper into debt, a condition that would allow Ivan's 

successors to annex them. Ivan's greatest success, however, was convincing the Khan 
that his son should succeed him as Grand Prince of all Russia.  Therefore, from then on 

the important position always belonged to the ruling house of Moscow.
PP Design of T. Loessin; Akins H.S.

What were some effects of Mongol rule on Russia?

Ironically, it helped to unify Russia since the Mongols

viewed Russia as part of their own unified empire.

It isolated Russia from Western Europe

(gave Russia its “identity struggle” :

Asian or European?)

Led to the rise of Moscow as center of power.

Moscow

Takes Lead

The Kremlin

1320, Ivan I

Prince Ivan Moneybags

Prince of 
Moscow

Tax collector 
for Mongols

Convinced 
Patriarch to 
move to 
Moscow
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CH 11, Sec. 2:  “The Russians”

Ivan I, or Ivan the “moneybags”

leading prince of Moscow 
crushed a Russian / Slavic revolt against the Mongols, 

was rewarded as the Mongol's leading tax collector
used this wealth to give loans to neighboring Russian 

principalities. 
These cities gradually fell deeper and deeper into debt, a 

condition that would allow Ivan's successors to annex them.  

Ivan's greatest success, however, was convincing the Khan 

that his son should succeed him as Grand Prince of all 
Russia.  Therefore, from then on the important position 

always belonged to the ruling house of Moscow.

Ivan III

Ivan the Great

Refused to 
pay tribute to 
Mongols

Defeated 
Mongols at 
Ugra River

Took the title 
of Czar 
(Russian for 
Caesar)

Wanted 
Moscow to be 
the “Third 
Rome”

Reading “Ivan III  - Builder of Russia” Packet, p. 5   Textbook, p. 278

Ivan III
Ruled 43 years

Was 13 when the Byzantine empire fell to the Turks in 1453

Married Sophia, the niece of the last Byzantine emperor

Ivan saw himself as the inheritor of “Rome”

Referred to Moscow as “the third Rome”

Began calling himself “Czar” (Russian for Caesar)

1480 – stops paying the tribute to the Mongols

Russians and Mongols have a bloodless standoff

Russia gains independence

Ivan III begins empire-building.

Ivan III

“the Great”

1440-1505

Grand Prince of 

Russia
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Czar Ivan III

Russian 

Boyars 

(Nobles)

Mongols


