Mrs. Crawford
English Lang AP

Ella Minnow Pea: A Novel in Letters by Mark Dunn
LANGUAGE JOURNAL (25 pts)
On OuLiPo: An Introductory Note 
Ella Minnow Pea is a lipogrammatic novel; that is, it is written to avoid using certain letters of the alphabet—ultimately, all of them save ‘l, m, n, o, p.’ As such, it is a late example of the school of literature known as ‘OuLiPo,’ an acronym for ‘Ouvroir de Littératture Potentielle’ or ‘Workshop for Potential Literature.’ Although OuLiPo originated in France, where it was co-founded in 1960 by the writer and mathematician Raymond Queneau and François Le Lionnais, it has come to include works by Italian (Italo Calvino), Argentinean (Julio Cortázar), and U.S. (Harry Mathews, Walter Abish) writers. Oulipian novels are composed under certain constraints of language, plot, or structure. As many poets have noted, placing voluntary restrictions on how one writes may paradoxically liberate what one writes. 
As you read each night, note the following. Record one of these elements with an explanation of what it is from the novel (WITH PAGE NUMBER) AND one of your own creation: 
· neologism (new words invented by Dunn)—these are different from the words at the end of the book that characters begin spelling phonetically.  2 pts.
· portmanteau word--hybrids that combine the sounds and meanings of two different words. For example: leapdash  2 pts.
· invented phrase (usually intended to serve as euphemism or to express an idea without the use of a banned letter. For example: High and Almighties for gods   2 pts.
· lipogram (writing in which one or more letters are missing)—FOR YOUR OWN CREATION: write a “how to” paragraph for a peanut butter and jelly sandwich without using the first five letters of the alphabet.  4 pts.
·  pangram (sentence which uses every letter of the alphabet at least once) Can you make one with fewer than 35 words?  4 pts.
· Vocabulary word you don’t know–Dunn utilizes a pretty impressive vocabulary, some of which you may not know. Write two of these with definitions and explanations of context.  You don’t have to make up your own, obviously.   2 pts.
· verbal and situational irony—give examples of both the conscious, verbal variety (for example, Ella’s telling Georgeanne Towgate’s family that her painted body “shoot loog smashing 4 the phooneral” [183] ) and situational irony, arising from the discrepancy between words and reality or expectations and results. (An example of the latter is the Council reassuring Mrs. Pea that “Ours continues to be a free, open society” [78] even as it summons her to be flogged or cephalo-stocked).   4 pts.
· Write a short Oulipian text of your choice, employing any of the following constraints:  5 pts.
• Eschew one or more letters of the alphabet
• Use only one vowel (a, e, i, o, u or—for the truly ambitious—y)
• Make the first letter of each sentence (or line, if you’re writing a poem) part of an acronym.
• Write solely in the interrogative or imperative modes.  
