Mrs. Crawford

Subculture Research Paper 

Part 1: due 2/5/10 (40 points)

Directions: Please research your topic using suggestions on libguides and complete the questions below by Friday.

1. Which major media sources (if any?) have covered your topic?  (Examples:  CNN, New York Times, Newsweek, etc.)  Has an entire monograph/book or a large part of a book been written yet about your topic? 

All large news agencies have covered the topic of police culture. Fox News and CNN specifically have published several articles on police culture and their response to police related violence. 

Monograph: “The police in American society” by Edward F. Dolan and Margaret M. Scariano

“Understanding Police Culture” by John Crank

2. Who is a “leading expert” on your topic? (Examples:  author, documentary producer, professor, association president, a leader within the sub culture…) Explain what makes him/her an expert.

John Crank- “He has published in the area of organizational culture and structure, focusing on the police and on parole and probation; and in the areas of criminal justice theory and counter-terrorism. He has been active in grants-writing, with two National Institute of Justice grants. He has published 5 books, two of which are in their second edition and received the "Outstanding Book Award" in 2004 from the Academy of Criminal Justice Sciences for his book, Imagining Justice.” 

http://www.unomaha.edu/criminaljustice/faculty.php

3. Create a Noodlebib list for this class and share with Ms. Crawford: (crawfc, crawfd, crawfg ) By 2/05, include at least two secondary sources (within last 5 years if possible) found in either LexisNexs or one of the other library online databases.  In order to make sure that authoritative coverage exists on your topic, do not include any web sites for these first two  required sources.) 

4. Write a paragraph summarizing what you’ve found has been the focus of reporting done on your topic over the last few years.  In other words, as you’ve searched online and in databases, which topics/keywords keep coming up in titles and in the articles themselves. (Examples: trends, new developments, current events and or people and or legislative action.)

Police culture is recently being characterized by the increasingly militarization of law enforcement in America. The new descriptions of campaigns against crime being called “wars on drugs” or “wars on prostitution” makes police culture become more aggressive. Additionally, the responsibility of police to enforce the law causes police to consider themselves to “good guys” and everyone else a “bad guy”. This “good guy”/ “bad guy” syndrome has polarized police from the common person. More recently, the average citizen is feeling more distant from understanding police and more specifically “police culture”. The responsibility to enforce law and keep peace has historically caused the personal sentiments of police officers to be expressed in racist or violent outbreaks against certain people. 

