AP Practice Essay #1

Intro:

EX 1:
The differences between men’s and women’s colleges were considerable in Virginia Woolf’s day. Rather than assert this in a pedestrian, expository way, Woolf uses the respective meals served at each college to illustrate the discrepancies between the schools. The meals are a metaphorical device, akin to a poetic conceit: Woolf makes a far more forceful, profound distinction between the male and female schools through such juxtaposition than if she had merely enumerated their inconsistencies. Woolf details the relative poverty of the women’s school, and therefore women’s position in society, through varied sentence structure, diction and imagery between the descriptions of the meals.

EX 2:
Since medieval times to our present days of the twenty first century women have always been considered to be inferior to men. Society has made us think that women are less stronger than men and that they are less knowledgeable than them too.  We have also judged women to be only capable of being a house wife, and that they couldn’t handle being a lawyer or engineer. Virginia Woolf uses her two passages to describe how society still regards men to be better than women.

EX 3:
Women have had a long and arduous struggle for rights and equality throughout history. Within literary works, writers express their view on women’s proper place in society. Virginia Woolf uses contrasting tones and narrative styles to present her view on how society regards the place of women.

EX 4:
Women have always been cast down and treated inferior to men as if they weren’t even the same species. Virginia Woolf’s passages attempt to describe a situation that shows how women are displayed as inferior. Woolf describes lunch at a men’s college with great detail and enthusiasm, but describes women’s dinner with a cold tone and less detail.

EX 5:
During Virginia Woolf’s two college visits, she experienced two distinct situations. She had a fancy and full course meal at one college and had a plain and distasteful meal at the other. However, one college happened to be an all men college and the other was all women. Virginia Woolf uses great detail and manipulation to create a visual image of both situations.

Topic Sentences:

EX 1:
Fundamentally different premises underlie each meal.

EX 2:
Woolf describes the women’s meal in plain language, in blunt, staccato, repetitive bursts: “Here was my soup … Dinner was ready. Here was the soup. It was plain gravy soup … The plate was plain.”

EX 3:
Each passage focuses on different meals.

EX 4:
Woolf’s harsh description of the women’s at men’s meal depicts her attitude towards a woman’s place well.

EX 5:
In passage one as the delicious platters of food are being carried out, Woolf notices the lack of communication that the serving-men have.

 EX 6: The author uses tone in some areas of the passages as well.

EX 7:
Throughout the passages, the author chooses to describe only certain details that will give the images she wants to portray.

EX 8:
It is apparent, that in the first passage, a very sophisticated and poised manner is served with dinner.

Evidence:

EX 1:
Woolf, in describing the men’s meal, dismisses the notion that “ … soup and salmon and ducklings were of no importance whatsoever, as if nobody ever smoked a cigar or drank a glass of wine.”

EX 2:
Diction and sensory detail showcase the piquant pleasure to be taken in foods “spread … of the whitest cream,” “Sharp and sweet … succulent.”

EX 3:
Of course, no similar premium is put on rational intercourse among women, judging by the amenities of the women’s meal. They drink not wine “flushed crimson,” but rather eat “transparent … plain gravy soup.”

EX 4:
“to call it pudding and so related to rice and tapioca would be an insult.” Here, Woofe uses great detail when describing the desert that the men were served.

EX 5:
“Here was the soup. It was a plain gravy soup … there was no pattern” (passage 2). The soup seemed dull and not as delicious as the food she had tasted in the men’s college.

EX 6:
The describing words used in the passage are as follows: “confection which rose all sugar from waves.” This line suggests that the maker of the meal did a very good job, and it was enjoyed by all whom devoured it.

EX 7:
Virginia uses words like muddy market, and dry to describe the food. This use of words gives the reader the image of how plain the food was.

Commentary:

EX 1:
She offers a breathless explanation of the sensual joy the meal affords.

EX 2:
The images are those of poverty and ugliness, and the meal is only justified as superior to that of a coal miner.

EX 3:
In contrast, the other meal’s imagery is that of opulence. The potatoes are like coins, the sprouts “foliated as rosebuds.”

EX 4:
Woolf sees the meal as having not nearly the quality as the men’s.

EX 5:
Most of all through the complex diction used by Woolf, she has clearly compared the different lifestyles of men and women. According to her she has compared the “exquisite” life of men to the dull life of women, though unclear use of words or simply vagueness.

Concluding/Transition Sentences:

EX 1:
Dry biscuits and water replace partridges, and such victuals provide no stimulus for enlightened conversation; when the eating is done, the women rise and that is all.

EX 2:
This is a meal fit for kings, and the diction is suggestive of royalty: “The partridges … came with all their retinue …” The men are reassured by the meal that they are all going to heaven; the women’s meal is a hurried “homely trinity.”

EX 3:
They got up, scraped off plates and tables and cleaned the place, ready for breakfast the next morning.

EX 4:
This line suggests that the maker of the meal did a very good job, and it was enjoyed by all whom devoured it.

EX 5:
Woolf sees the meal as having not nearly the quality as the men’s.

EX 6:
They were not served with as much attention and detail as the men’s were.

EX 7:
Just because they are women they are given the short end of the stick in education, rights and meals.

EX 8:
While She does not complain, She does not Share any good details, enabling the reader to understand that it was a lesser experience than the one had at the men’s college. These details are very effective and convey events and things that can be interpreted as symbols.

Conclusion:

EX 1: As a metaphor for the chasm separating male and female education, and society as a whole, Woolf’s piece is mordantly effective. Her point is made with more economy and vivacity through anecdote than it would be through explanation or a propounding of evidence about the inferiority of female schools. By painting the male university as lavish and its female counterpart as lowly, Woolf succeeds in crystallizing her attitude for readers.

EX 2:
The tone and the food show Woolf’s ideas of Women vs. Men. She writes passage II to convey the poor food given to women, and the discomfort given. This shows that she thinks women should be held on a higher level, especially compared to men.

EX 3:
Virginia Woolf’s feelings on the lower placement of women in society are easy to see through analyzation of the symbols, details and narrative structure used in the two passages. Woolfe had a very feminist outlook on life and her views are clearly expressed through her writings.

EX 4:
In conclusion, through the selection of details and ideas, diction, and the structures of each passage, the author draws the reader’s emotion toward the women at college. The bias is evident in the author’s writing that she believes that men are better off than women. The author’s purpose was probably to expose realities about equality between the sexes.

EX 5:
Even though these two passages are just stating two dining experiences, Woolf’s underlying attitude toward women’s place in society becomes very apparent and proves to show men’s superiority over women. The tone contributes to the effect of the passage and by making it seem like the men got the “greater half” of the meal and received more priveledges of dining in a fancier manner.

EX 6:
Should this dinner scenario be the deciding factor for Woolf of her attitude towards women, absolutely not, however what she’d take with her from the experience is something that can’t be argued. The way she was treated drastically differed, so feeling more welcome with the Men’s college rather than the women’s is completely understandable however to really have that arguement, more than one encounter is necessary.

EX 7:
Virginia Woolfe’s passages of serving to different suppers to Men and women is a good example of how many things have been unequal throughout time. While the men had all the succulent foods, the women had gravy soup and vegetables stringy as a miser’s heart. Everything has been better or more favored in a man’s honor. In conclusion, the more described the more desired suffer you’d want to attend. Getting the water-bug passed around? No thanks.

EX 8:
Indeed, the elements of literature greatly affected the passage and gave the reader…

EX 9:
In conclusion, Virginia Woolf description of the two meals shows her attitude towards women’s place in society as being the women were treated more poorly than the men, but still went along their business the right way. Her selection of details and tone in the passages expresses this attitude on how they were treated.

