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AP AMERICAN GOVERNMENT

Unit Four
Part 3

The President and
the Bureaucracy

Unit 4 Learning Objectives

Running for President

* 4.1 Outline the stages in U.S. presidential elections and the
differences in campaigning at each stage.

The Electoral College

* 4.2 Assess concerns regarding presidential elections and reforms that
have been proposed.

The Powers of the Presidency

» 4.3 Describe the constitutional foundations of the presidency and of
the formal and informal roles of the president.

Controversies in Presidential Power

« 4.4 Evaluate the controversies surrounding presidents’ assertion of
additional executive powers.
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Unit 4 Learning Objectives

Managing the Presidency
4.5 QOutline the functions of the White House staff, the cabinet, and the
Vice President.

Congress and the Presidency

4.6 ldentify the sources of presidential-congressional conflict and the
tools presidents use to influence Congress

Chapter 12: The Presidency

'« Structure and Powers

» Controversies in Power

* Managing the
Presidency

-+ Job of the President

» Congress and the
Presidency

.« Judging Presidents
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Chapter 12 Learning Objectives

The Powers of the Presidency

» 4.3 Describe the constitutional foundations of the presidency and of the
formal and informal roles of the president.

Controversies in Presidential Power

» 4.4 Evaluate the controversies surrounding presidents’ assertion of
additional executive powers.

Managing the Presidency

» 4.5 QOutline the functions of the White House staff, the cabinet, and the
Vice President.

Congress and the Presidency

* 4.6 |dentify the sources of presidential-congressional conflict and the
tools presidents use to influence Congress

Presidential Transition

= Only fifteen of forty-five presidents have served two full
terms

= Eight vice presidents have taken office upon the
president’s death
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Article I, Section 1
Presidential Succession

In Case of the Death, Resignation, Removal, or Inability
to discharge the Powers and Duties of the President,
these powers shall devolve on the Vice President

Congress decides what Officer shall act as President in
the Case of Removal, Death, Resignation, or Inability
of both the President and Vice President.

Presidential Succession, 1841

Article IlI, Section 1 of the United States Constitution provides that:

In case of the removal of the President from office, or of his death,
resignation, or inability to discharge the powers and duties of the said
office, the same shall devolve on the Vice President ... until the
disability be removed, or a President elected.

Article I, section 3 of the Constitution reads:

The Vice President of the United States shall be President of the Senate,
but shall have no vote, unless they be equally divided. The Senate shall
choose their other officers, and also a President pro tempore, in the
absence of the Vice President, or when he shall exercise the office of
President of the United States.
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Presidential Succession, 1841

John Tyler was elected Vice President on the Whig
(Republican) tickte with William Henry Harrison.

On Harrison’s death,

Tyler insisted that he was President,
not Vice President or Acting
President

Tyler insisted on being sworn in
using the Presidential oath of
office.

Tyler even returned mail sent to the
“Vice President” or "Acting
President of the United States".

20th Amendment

If the President elect shall have died, the Vice
President elect shall become President.

and the Congress may by law provide for the case
wherein neither a President elect nor a Vice
President elect shall have qualified, declaring who
shall then act as President.
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Presidential Succession Act of 1947

President Truman requested that Congress put the Speaker
and President Pro Tempore on the list because they were
elected:

» Vice President

= Speaker of the House

» President Pro Tempore

= Secretary of State

= Secretary of the Treasury

= Secretary of War (Defense)
= Attorney General

State of the Union
Address, 2012
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Presidential Succession Act of 1947
Is it Constitutional ?

Article |, Section 6

= No Senator or Representative shall, during the
Time for which he was elected, be appointed to
any Civil Office under the Authority of the United
States; and no Person holding any Office
under the United States, shall be a Member of
either House during his time in Office.

Incapacitation of the President

= |n October, 1919, President Wilson suffered a serious
stroke that left him paralyzed on his left side

* He did not meet with Vice
President, Cabinet,
Congressmen or Press for
the remainder of his term.

 He was isolated from
everyone but his wife, Edith.

« Edith selected issues for his
attention and directed the
cabinet heads.

The first woman President?
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25t Amendment

Section 1. In case of the removal of the President from
office or of his death or resignation, the Vice President
shall become President.

Section 2. Whenever there is a vacancy in the office of the
Vice President, the President shall nominate a Vice
President who shall be confirmed by a majority vote of
both Houses of Congress.

Section 3. Whenever the President transmits to the
President pro tempore and the Speaker of the House his
written declaration he is unable to discharge the powers and
duties of his office, such powers and duties shall be
discharged by the Vice President as Acting President.

25t Amendment, 1973-1974

-r.

&:ter 12;); §73 -

November 4,1972
President Nixon

and Vice President
Agnew are re-elected in
landslide

July, 1973

Charges of extortion, tax
fraud, conspiracy and
bribery against the VP
are reported out in
House

Vice President Agnew resigns

President Nixon nominates House
Minority Leader Gerald Ford of
Michigan as Vice President.

December 6, 1973

The House and Senate confirm
Ford and he is sworn in the
same day

August 9, 1974

President Nixon resigns

Vice President Gerald Ford
is sworn in as President

August 20, 1974

President Ford nominates
New York Governor
Nelson Rockefeller as
Vice President.

Rockefeller is confirmed
and sworn into office.
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25th Amendment 1981
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Article I, Section 4: Impeachment

For what offenses can a president be removed from office?

The President, Vice President and all civil Officers of the
United States, shall be removed from Office on
Impeachment for, and Conviction of, Treason,
Bribery, or other high Crimes and Misdemeanors

IMPEACH

Impeachment

» House drafts articles

» Speaker argues case in front of Senate

» Supreme Court chief justice presides

« 2/3rds vote of guilty by Senate to convict
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