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Chapter 2, Part 1: The Constitution
Guided Reading Questions

Academic Honesty Homework Policy:

· Do not submit any homework assignment not written wholly and exclusively by you unless your teacher has given you permission to do so for a specific assignment.

· Homework assignments should be written entirely in your own words (IYOW).  It is acceptable to ask other students questions about difficult concepts, but working on assignments together is not acceptable.  

1. What are “natural rights?”  Who gives us our natural rights?

2. List the traditional liberties that the colonists sought to protect when declaring independence from the British.
3. What was the “real revolution” according to John Adams?
4. Discuss the government structure under the Articles of Confederation.  What were the problems that arose from this structure?

5. What was Shays’s Rebellion?  What effect did this rebellion have on the opinions of the founding fathers?
6. What were the attributes of the men who attended the Constitutional Convention?  Which notable people did not attend the Convention and why?
7. What the political philosophy of John Locke?  What does Locke mean by a “state of nature?”

8. What were the provisions of the Virginia Plan?

9. What were the provisions of the New Jersey Plan?

10. How did the Great Compromise resolve the differences between these two plans?

