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Chapter 5: Civil Liberties
pp. 98-102

1) Why would the framers of the Constitution be amazed by the court cases mentioned in the introduction to Chapter 5 on page 98?
2) Why is the Fourteenth Amendment “the most important addition” to the Constitution?
3) What is “selective incorporation? Why is it important?
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4) What is and is not allowed when it comes to freedom of speech? Of the press? 
5) How would someone know if they were or were not protected by these rights listed in the first amendment?
5) Define Libel, Obscenity, and Symbolic Speech. Explain how each of these is determined in a court of law.

6) What were the circumstance in the Hazelwood High School Free Press Case, and what was the Supreme Courts decision and why?

7) Do corporations, interest groups, and children have the right to “free speech”? Explain the history of the decisions made by “The Court”.
8) The Free-Exercise Clause still creates debate as to what is and is not protected when it comes to the religious practices of people within the United States. Create two fictional situations which would be protected under the Free Exercise Clause 
9) Create two fictional situations that would not be protected, and explain why. 
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10) What was the original intent of the Establishment Clause? 
11) What is meant by “wall-of-separation”? Why do you think the wording is so vague?

12) Would it have been better to have the US Constitution say “no religion shall be established by law” or “no national religion shall be established”?

13) Explain three of the different decisions in regards to the “establishment of religion”.

14) What is and what is not allowed according to the US Supreme Court’s interpretation? Can you explain why the US Supreme Court has made the decisions it has made? 
15) Explain how you would interpret the establishment clause of the first amendment, be sure to base your point of view on fact, precedent, and the ideas you have learned about the US Constitution. 

Honors Government

Mr. Crawford
Guided Reading Questions

Chapter 5: Civil Liberties

pp. 113-122
16) What is the exclusionary rule?
17) Explain the rights based on the Miranda decision.

18) What can the police search? What can the police not search? Why?
19) How has the Supreme Court relaxed the exclusionary rule?
20) What do you feel is constitutional when dealing with detainees (people captured in the

     “War on Terror” who are people deemed dangerous to the US) captured by US forces?

