Honors Government 


NAME: ________________________________
Mr. Crawford

PICKET FENCES:  MAY IT PLEASE THE COURT

1. Using the organizational chart of the Wisconsin state court system, what would be the court of original jurisdiction in the case of People v Latham? 

2. What levels of courts would Wambaugh, Latham's attorney, have to appeal to before he got to the US Supreme Court?

3. What procedures would Wambaugh have had to follow to get the Latham case heard by the Supreme Court?

4. How many justices would have to agree to hear Latham's appeal?

5. Why would the Supreme Court have agreed to hear this case? 

6. What rights are Wambaugh asserting have been violated in Latham's case?

7. How does Wambaugh relate the precedent cases to the Latham case?  How similar are they? How different?

8. What does Justice Ginsberg mean when she asks Wambaugh if he is asking for a ruling in law or a ruling on the facts?  How does Wambaugh respond?

9. The Wisconsin District Attorney, Littleton, asks the Supreme Court to "overturn" another case, stating that it is 'bad law'.  What does that mean?  How often does that happen?

10. What would YOU decide in the case of Latham v People of Wisconsin? Why? (Remember the Doctrine of Stare Decisis!)

