Essay Rubric: Honors Government Research Paper
	CRITERIA
	EVALUATION

	Introduction (10 points)

· Includes time frame, historical context and a strong structured thesis statement that answers the research question and provides organization to your paper.

	 2       4       6       8     10

	Thesis (10 points)

· Thesis presents both sides of the argument and the position of the student.  Thesis is specific and provides organization to the essay.
	2        4       6       8     10

	Inclusion of Relevant Historical Evidence and Analysis (40 points)
· Supports all thesis statements and arguments with specific, relevant information

· Analyzes the information relevant to the subtopic and thesis 

· Attempts to explain and/or interpret key historical/political/economic issues of the question

· Includes statistical evidence when appropriate

· All quotations are no more than 2 lines of text in length

· Includes appropriate primary source analysis (this may include quotations) (10 points)


	Positive:          2    4    6    8   10

Negative:        2    4    6    8   10

Refutations:    2    4    6    8   10

Prim Srces:      2    4    6    8   10

	Organization and Logic (50 points)
· Organizes ideas and themes into logical sequences and subtopics appropriate to the question (10 points)

· Each paragraph focuses on and supports a single idea; paragraph begins with a clear topic sentence (10 points)

· Paragraphs possess a clear connection to the thesis (10 points)

· Uses clear transition statements between ideas and paragraphs (10 points)

· Includes proper citations for quotes and information when needed (10 points)


	2       4       6       8      10

2       4       6       8      10

2       4       6       8      10

2       4       6       8      10

2       4       6       8      10

	Writing Clarity and Correctness (25 points)
· Presents ideas in clear and concise sentences – avoids “run-ons” (5 points)

· Presents fluency in sentences – avoids choppy structure (5 points)

· Does not incorrectly mix past and present tenses (5 points)

· Uses correct spelling, grammar and punctuation (10 points)


	1      2      3      4       5

1      2      3      4       5

1      2      3      4       5

2      4      6      8       10


	Conclusion (10 points)

· Includes a conclusion that re-states the thesis in other words, re-states the main points of the paper, and concludes.

	2      4      6      8      10



	Other Paper Components (15 points)
· Works Cited included and completed in MLA format. (5 points)
· Minimum 7 pages and Maximum of 10 pages, typed, double-spaced, size 12 Times New Roman, 1” Margins (5 points)
· Minimum of 8 good sources & all sources cited (5 points)
· All quotations are no more than 3 lines of text in length (5 points)
	1      2      3      4       5

1      2      3      4       5

1      2      3      4       5

1      2      3      4       5









Your Score: __________ / 165 Pts

